The Axe of God
FOREWORD
The life of a devotee is fundamentally different from the lives of others. William Law says: "Devotion signifies a life given, 02 devoted to, God. He, therefore, is the devout man, who lives nc longer to his own will, or the way and spirit of the world, but tc the sole will of God; who considers God in everything, who serves God in everything, who makes all the parts of his common life parts of piety, by doing everything in the Name of God, and under such rules as are comformable to his Glory." The life of a devotee, it car be learned from the Periya Puranam, is a visible exercise and demonstration of his love for God and His devotees.
St. Sekkizhar wrote but one opus, namely the Periya Puranam The compilers of the Saivite Tirumurai-s, in their widsom numbered it as the twelfth and final Tirumurai. It is the crest-jewe^ of the Tamil Savitie canonical works. It is a hagiography. Not onty that. It is also, actually and factually, an enacted biography.
The Periya Puranam is a work of the twelfth century writter in the religious language of the seventh century. Naturally i1 presents certain difficulties to the modern scholar. To gain a pro per understanding of this glorious work, an orientation based or a much-needed adjustment, is imperative. A certain frame of mine conducive to the understanding of a religious past is essential foi the reader to comprehend truths that are clothed in an idiom anc terminology which though not obsolete, are almost unfamiliar to day. The Tamil of the modern scholar is anything but classical. The time-honoured usages of Tamil which were respected by Mahakav: Bharati and Bharatidasan, have moved away from the ken of the modern scholar's comprehension.
The modern scholar swears by Science. This is but to be welcomed. However, it is good to remember that mere 'swearinc by Science' will not do. I have met many swearers whose knowledge of science and its technique is anything but commendable. The